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On  this  melancholy  occasion,  nothing  has  occurred 
to  my  mind,  so  well  calculated  to  inspire  comfort,  as 
the  declaration  oi  our  blessed  Savior  to  Martha,  on 
the  death  of  her  brother,  recorded  in  the  eleventh 
chapter  of  John's  Gospel  and  twenty  fifth  verse; 

JESUS  SAID  UNTO  HER,  I  AM  THE  RESURRECTION  AND 
THE  life;  he,  THAT  BELIEVETH  IN  ME,  THOUGH  HE 
WERE  DEAD,  YET  SHALL  HE  LIVE. 

On  no  occurrence,  from  the  manger  to  the  cross, 
did  our  compassionate  Redeemer  make  a  more  striking 
display  of  his  humanity  and  divinity,  than  on  the 
event,  which  gave  birth  to  this  declaration.  Of  his 
tender  attachment  to  the  family  of  Martha  he  had 
given  many  proofs,  during  their  prosperity.  For  we 
read  that  Jesus  loved  Martha,  and  her  sister,  and 
Lazarus.  But  in  no  instance  were  the  feelings  of 
human  nature  so  strongly  expressed  by  him,  as  when 
he  stood  weeping  over  the  grave  of  his  friend.  On 
this  occasion  also  was  his  divinity  triumphantly  dis- 
played by  that  word,  which  restored  him  to  life. 

The  story,  though  familiar  to  every  one,  is  too  in- 
teresting and  instructive,  to  be  wholly  omitted  at  the 
present  solemn  moment.  Lazarus  of  Bethany,  at 
whose  house  Jesus,  when  wearied  by  the  labors  of  the 
day,  had  been  often  refreshed,  was  sick.  His  sisters, 
from  a  conviction,  that  Jesus  was  a  prophet  mighty 
in  faith  and  prayer,  "sent  unto  him,  saying.  Lord, 
behold,  he,  who.m  thou  lovest,  is  sick;"  relying  on  his 


IViendshjp  to  come  and  heal  him,  as  he  had  many 
others.  But  Jesus,  for  wise  and  gracious  reasons,  de- 
la37ed  coming,  till  four  days  after  the  death  of  Lazarus. 
In  mean  time,  as  Bethany  was  nigh  to  Jerusalem, 
many  of  the  Jews,  from  respect  to  a  family  so  amiable 
and  so  noted  for  hospitality,  had  come  to  Martha  and 
Mary,  "to  comfort  them  concerning  their  brother. 
Martha  as  soon,  as  she  heard  that  Jesus  was  coming, 
went  and  met  him;"  and  said  unto  him,  as  Mary 
afterward  did  on  her  arrival,  ''Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been 
here,  my  brother  had  not  died.  But  I  know  that  even 
now,  whatsoever  thou  wilt  ask  of  God,  God  will  give 
it  thee."  An  honorable  profession,  full  of  con- 
fidence in  the  prevalence  of  Christ's  prayer  with  God 
for  needed  support  and  comfort;  but  implying  no  be- 
lief of  his  divinity,  nor  any  apprehension  of  his  ability 
to  restore  her  brother  to  life.  On  which  Jesus  replied 
to  her,  "thy  brother  shall  rise  again."  Martha  rejoin- 
ed, "I  know  that  he  shall  rise  again  in  the  resurrection 
at  the  last  day."  Then  said  Jesus  unto  her,  "I  am  the 
resurrection  and  the  life;  he,  that  believeth  in  me, 
though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live." 

We  are  now  brought,  in  the  course  of  the  narrative, 
to  the  words  of  our  text;  and  we  are  also  brought,  in 
the  course  of  divine  providence,  into  a  situation  similar 
to  that,  in  which  they  were  first  uttered.  Not  a 
brother  indeed,  but  a  most  affectionate  mother,  sister, 
and  friend,  now  lies  dead  before  us.  Can  words,  let 
me  ask,  be  more  comforting,  more  animating  to  be- 
reaved mourners,  than  the  declaration  of  the  Savior, 
first  made  to  Martha,  and  now  to  us,  "I  am  the  res- 
urrection and  the  life;  he,  that  believeth  in  me,  though 
he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live  ?"  Let  us  then  ponder 
them  a  few  minutes,  that  we  may  realize  their  import, 
and  extract  the  consolation,  they  contain. 


•^By  one  man,"  we  all  know,  "sin  entered  into  the 
world,  and  death  by  sin;  and  so  death  passed  upon  all 
men,  for  that  all  have  sinned."  Nor  has  sin  proved 
more  fatal  to  the  body,  than  to  the  soul.  Indeed  sin  is 
in  itself  the  death  of  the  soul;  not  merely  as  it  alienates 
it  from  God,  the  only  source  of  life  and  felicity,  but 
as  it  fills  the  mind  with  remorse  and  torment.  The 
curse  of  sin,  pronounced  by  God  on  Adam,  would 
have  been  immediately  insupportable,  had  it  not  been 
mitigated  by  the  promise,  that  the  seed  of  the  woman 
should  bruise  the  serpent's  head.  This  promise  excited 
in  his  mind,  and  in  the  minds  of  a  small  portion  of 
men,  among  whom  it  was  preserved,  a  vague,  indefi- 
nite hope  of  a  Savior.  Among  the  Jews,  in  after  ages, 
this  hope  was  revived  by  revelations,  made  to  the 
prophets;  but  in  the  human  race  at  large  it  was  soon 
utterly  extinguished.  During  four  thousand  years,  the 
bulk  of  mankind  lived  and  died  without  hope,  and  as 
without  God  in  the  world;  ignorant  of  the  Redeemer, 
of  their  Creator,  of  themselves,  and  of  the  future  state. 
In  so  much  perplexity  and  obscurity  was  the  doctrine 
of  the  soul's  immortality  involved,  that  even  the  Jews 
themselves,  the  depositaries  of  the  oracles  of  God,  were 
divided  in  opinion,  some  maintaining,  some  denying 
it.  So  true  is  it  with  reference  to  mankind  in  general, 
that  life  and  immoitalit}'  are  brought  to  light  by  the 
gospel.  But  the  great  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  of 
the  body  and  its  future  reunion  to  the  soul  was  reserv- 
ed to  grace  the  Christian  dispensation,  and  was  first 
taught  by  Christ  himself  and  his  apostles.  What  then 
must  have  been  the  surprise,  the  trartport  cf  Martha, 
to  hear  him,  whom  she  had  so  often  entertained  and 
so  long  revered,  as  God's  favorite  Prophet,  declare 
of  himself,  "I  am  the  resurrection. and  the  life."  I  am 
the  author  of  liie,  temporal  and  eternal;  I  give  life  to 
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the  body  and  to  the  soul;  and  to  him,  Who  is  dead,  1 
have  power  to  restore  life,  corporeal  and  spiritual,  and 
to  bestow  on  him  all  that  blessedness,  which  is  com- 
prehended in  eternal  life. 

But  it  must  be  remembered,  that  this  blessed  resur- 
rection will  be  the  portion  of  the  believer  alone.  For 
the  Savior  adds  immediately,  'he,  that  believeth  in  me, 
though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live."  So  that  it  is 
the  believer  only,  to  whom  Christ  is  the  resurrection 
and  the  life.  Hence  the  immense  importance  of  faith. 
Not  of  a  historic  faith,  or  a  belief,  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ;  though  such  a  faith  must  necessarily  precede 
that,  which  is  saving,  and  is  therefore  essential  to  every 
true  Christian.  The  faith,  intended  by  our  Savior, 
is  not  a  mere  assent  of  the  mind  to  the  truth  of  Chris- 
tianity, but  a  cordial  reliance  on  Christ,  as  the  Son  of 
God,  who  by  his  own  blood,  shed  on  the  cross,  has 
made  complete  atonement  for  the  sins  of  men.  It  is 
that  act,  by  which  a  penitent  sinner,  to  use  the  expres- 
sive language  of  inspiration,  rolls  himself  upon  the 
Savior,  as  his  only  protector,  and  becomes  so  united 
to  him,  as  to  be  safe  with  him.  This  reliance,  this 
personal  confidence,  is  more  than  intimated  by  the 
phraseology  of  the  text;  which  in  the  original  signifies, 
not  so  much  our  assent  to  the  proposition  or  declara- 
tion uttered  by  Christ,  as  the  confiding,  committing,  or 
entrusting  of  ourselves  to  him,  in  his  true  character,  as 
the  Christ  and  Son  of  God,  to  be  instructed,  governed, 
and  saved,  as  he  shall  please.  This,  it  is  conceived,  is 
the  faith,  by  which  the  just  do  live  in  this  world;  and 
this  is  the  faith  of  those,  to  whom  Christ  will  be  "the 
resurrection  and  the  life." 

Thus  it  is  plain,  that  faith  in  Christ  is  exhibited  in 
our  text,  as  the  true  and  immediate  source  of  comfort 
on  the  death  of  friends.     The  mercy  of  God  indeed 


is  the  original  source,  and  the  death  of  Christ  the  iner- 
itorious  ground  of  man's  redemption  from  the  grave. 
In  this  sense  Christ  is  the  foundation  of  our  hope  of 
pardon,  life,  and  blessedness.  Accordingly  we  read, 
"other  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  is  laid, 
which  is  Jesus  Christ;  and  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal 
life  through  Jesus  Clirist  our  Lord."  Still  it  is  faith 
alone,  that  places  any  one  of  our  apostate  race 
upon  this  foundation.  To  him,  who  believeth  not, 
as  the  Scripture  hath  said,  Christ  died  in  vain;  he  is 
yet  in  his  sins,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him. 
Hence  it  is,  that  our  subject  and  the  Scriptures  gener- 
ally exhibit  faith  in  Christ,  as  the  immediate  and  only 
source  of  consolation  to  survivers,  on  the  loss  of  dear 
and  valuable  friends. 

Here  it  may  be  proper  distinctly  to  remark  that, 
when  faith  in  Christ  is  spoken  of,  as  a  ground  of  com- 
fort to  mourners,  primary  reference  is  had  to  the  de- 
ceased. For  thus  saith  our  Savior,  '^he,  that  believeth 
in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  shall  live;"  and  thus  it  is 
written,  'blessed  are  the  dead,  who  die  in  the  Lord; 
and  the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first."  Those  are 
blessed  and  shall  have  part  in  the  first  resurrection, 
who  are  in  Christ,  or  united  to  him  by  faith;  for  this 
is  the  meaning  of  the  phrase,  being  in  Christ.  When, 
therefore,  a  departed  friend  has  given  evidence  of  union 
with  Christ  by  faith,  survivers  have  scriptural  ground 
of  comfort  concerning  such  friend;  and  not  of  comfort 
only,  but  of  gratitude  and  praise.  This  comfort,  grat- 
itude, and  praise,  it  may  be  added,  will  naturally  bear 
proportion  to  the  evidence  given  of  such  union;  and, 
when  this  evidence  is  so  strong,  as  to  banish  doubt  and 
fear,  our  gratitude  and  praise  ought,  not  only  to  absorb 
our  tears,  but  to  rise  into  religious  joy. 


To  the  possession,  however,  of  this  happy  state  of 
mind  on  the  death  of  an  estimable  and  beloved  ftiend; 
or  even  to  extract  comfort  from  Christ's  declaration 
to  Martha,  faith  in  the  surviver  also  is  indispensably 
requisite.     Nothing  can  be  plainer,  than  that  he,  who 
would   derive  consolation  from  the  declarations  of 
Scripture,  must  believe  those  declarations.    Hence  our 
Savior,  immediately  after  his  declaration  to  Martha, 
demanded  of  her,  '^believest  thou  this?"  To  which  she 
replied,  "yea,  Lord,  I  believe  that  thou  art  the  Christ, 
the  Son^of  God,  which  should  come  into  the  world." 
This  answer,  though  it  does  not  repeat  Christ's  decla- 
ration, is  equal  to  a  repetition  of  it;  since  it  recognises 
Jesus,  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  therefore  competent  to 
raise  the  dead,  and  give  them  eternal  life;  and,  as  such, 
it  was  satisfactory.     Martha,  without  doubt,  was  a 
subject  of  saving  faith,  though  her  reply  to  Christ  does 
not  prove  it.     Satan  and  many  other  wicked  spirits 
believe  the  same.     It  may  therefore  be  remarked,  that 
this  species  of  faith,  which  Martha  professed,  though 
far  short  of  saving  faith,  is  sufficient  to  afford  much 
relief  to  survivers  on  the  loss  of  friends,  believed  to  be 
truly  pious.     To  believe  firmly  that  a  beloved  friend 
died  in  the  Lord,  that  his  soul  is  associated  with  the 
spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect,  and  that  his  body,  now 
sleeping  in  Jesus,  God  will  at  the  coming  of  the  Lord 
bring  with  him,  and  that  so  he  will  ever  be  with  the 
Lord,  must  yield  unspeakable  comfort  to  every  sincere 
mourner,  who  can  exercise  no  more,  than  this  specu- 
lative faith.     But  the  real  believer  in  Christ,  in  the 
hi[2;hest  sense  of  the  term,  whose  bosom  heaves  with 
gratitud';;  at  the  thought  of  his  Redeemer;  whose  daily 
and  ni:>,htly  meditation  is  on  the  height  and  depth  of 
that  love  of  God,  which  passcth  knowledge;  who  has 
acquired  some  realizing  sense  of  the  misery  of  that 
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state,  from  which  he  hopes  he  is  redeemed;  and  of 
the  happiness  and  glories  of  that,  to  which  he  hopes  to 
be  admitted;  who  anticipates  with  rapture  the  blessed 
day,  when  he  shall  again  enjoy  his  pious  departed 
friends,  and  with  them  his  dear  Redeemer,  and  his 
God;  he  alone  extracts  the  most  refined,  exalted,  and 
divine  consolation  from  the  belief,  that  Jesus  is  "the  res- 
urrection and  the  life." 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  Our  subject,  though  very  imperfectly  discussed* 
compels  us  to  view  the  gospel,  as  an  unspeakable  bles- 
sing. The  apostasy  had  plunged  our  race  in  guilt  and 
death.  God  only  knew,  whether  help  were  possible. 
God  only  knew  his  own  purpose.  On  the  part  of 
man,  all  w^as  dread  and  horror,  till  the  intimation  con- 
cerning the  seed  of  the  woman  was  given.  But  this^ 
through  unnumbered  ages,  was  only  as  a  taper  in 
midnight  darkness,  compared  to  the  gospel,  by  which 
life  and  immortality  are  brought  to  light.  The  gospel 
is  indeed,  what  the  angel  proclaimed  it  to  be,  good 
tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  people.  It  is  the  good  newg 
of  a  Savior,  who  is  Christ  the  Lord.     Hence 

2.  We  are  taught  our  immense  obligations  to  Jesus 
Christ.  To  him  are  we  indebted  for  the  hope  of  par- 
don, peace,  and  immortality,  for  our  friends  and  for 
ourselves.  What  gratitude,  what  love,  what  unceas- 
ing praise  is  due  to  the  compassionate  Jesus,  whoj 
though  in  the  form  of  God,  was  willing  to  be  born  in 
the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh,  that,  by  a  cruel  and  igno- 
minious death,  he  might  bring  us  to  God !  Through 
his  blood  only  is  there  peace  on  earth  and  good  will 
to  men.  Thanks,  everlasting  thanks  to  God  for  his 
unspeakable  gift;  and  to  the  Lamb,  who  has  redeem- 
ed us  to  God  by  his  blood, 
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3.  We  learn  the  necessity  of  faith.  AU  things  are 
tiiade  ready  for  us  and  for  our  friends,  A  sacrifice  has 
been  offered,  with  which  God  is  well  pleased;  the  door 
of  mercy  is  thrown  open;  pardon  is  proclaimed  to  sin- 
ners; heaven  itself  is  tendered  to  their  acceptance;  but 
all  in  vain,  while  unbelief  spurns  the  provision.  Gra* 
cious  God,  how  long  shall  this  arch  traitor  to  human 
happiness  prevail  against  thy  mercy?  How  long  shall 
hardened  sinners  give  the  lie  to  the  God  of  truth! 
Break,  O  break  their  flinty  hearts;  and  give  them  to 
believe  on  thy  Son.     Give  them  to  believe  their  God. 

In  the  light  of  our  subject  let  us  now  contemplate 
the  solemn  scene  before  us.  It  has  pleased  the  sover- 
eign disposer  of  events  to  remove  from  us  a  highly 
estimable  friend.  We  are  now  assembled  in  this  tem- 
ple, not  only  to  sympathize  with  the  bereaved  relatives, 
and  to  express  our  cordial  respect  for  departed  worth; 
but  to  hear,  what  God  the  Lord  will  say  unto  us,  and 
to  pour  out  the  desires  of  our  hearts  before  him;  to 
implore  divine  consolation  for  mourners,  and  grace  to 
profit  by  this  affliction.  With  these  ends  in  view,  let 
us  call  to  mind,  what  our  deceased  friend  was. 

Descended  through  a  long  line  of  puritanic  and  re- 
spectable ancestors,  Madam  Phillips  was  the  youngest 
daughter  of  the  Honorable  Francis  and  Meiiitabel 
FoxcROFT  of  Cambridge.  From  her  pious  parents 
she  received  a  religious  education.  Accustomed  from 
infancy  to  the  morning  and  evening  sacrifice,  and  to 
the  strictest  observance  of  the  sabbath;  being  also  daily 
required  to  read  the  Bible  and  to  repeat  the  Assembly's 
catechism;  even  while  a  child,  she  became  acquainted 
with  the  primary  doctrines  and  duties  of  Christianity. 
Family  instruction  being  seconded  by  the  public  min- 
istration of  the  word  by  that  saint  of  God,  the  venera- 
ble Appleton,  and  both  enforced  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
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she  early  experienced  those  impressions  of  divine  truth 
on  her  soul,  which  formed  the  basis  of  her  Christian 
character,  and  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  first 
church  in  her  native  town.  The  doctrines  of  the  re- 
formation, as  delineated  by  the  Westminster  Assembly 
of  Divines,  constituted  her  religious  creed.  In  thi« 
faith  she  lived  stedfast,  and  in  this  faith  she  died. 

Possessing  a  quick  apprehension,  nice  dis  cernment, 
delicate  taste,  and  an  ardent  thirst  for  knowledge,  she 
Was  formed  to  distinguish  and  relish  the  best  writings. 
To  the  gratification  of  her  taste,  and  the  increase  of  ha^ 
mental  stock,  her  proximity  to  the  University  was  pro- 
pitious. Reading  and  writing  were  her  favorite  amuse- 
ments, while  young.  Such  was  the  brilliancy  of  her 
imagination,  the  pleasantry  of  her  wit,  and  the  felicity 
of  her  expression,  that  she  soon  became  the  ornament 
and  delight  of  the  sentimental  circle.  But  such  was 
her  modesty,  such  her  diffidence  in  company,  as  to 
conceal,  in  great  measure,  the  powers  of  her  mind  and 
the  virtues  of  her  heart.  To  a  select  (ew  only  was  her 
mental  worth  known;  and  to  these  more  through  her 
pen,  than  her  lips.  A  mind,  exquisitely  sensible,  and, 
like  the  needle,  tremblingly  alive  to  every  breath, 
naturally  wishes  to  escape  the  collisions  of  thought,  in- 
cidental to  free  and  mixed  conversation.  Hence  it  was, 
that  in  the  calm  of  retirement,  and  with  her  beloved 
pen,  she  did  most  justice  to  her  talents.  Purity,  ease, 
and  elegance  characterize  the  stj^le;  pleasantry,  dig- 
nity of  thought,  and  elevated  piety  constitute  the  sou! 
of  her  letters. 

Formed  by  the  dignity  of  her  person-  and  the  virtues 
of  her  mind  to  move  in  the  higher  walks  of  life,  and 
destined  by  Providence  for  extensive  usefulness,  she 
commanded  the  esteem  and  affections  of  the  man, 
whpm,  while  memory  lasts,  we,  who  knew  him,  shaS 


delight  to  honor.  Her  connexion  with  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor Phillips  was  consummated  in  the  year  1773; 
since  which,  her  manner  of  life  has  been  known  to 
many  now  present  as  well,  as  to  the  speaker.  Grati- 
tude to  Heaven  and  justice  to  her  oblige  us  to  say  that 
a  very  rare  assemblage  of  virtuous  qualities,  improved 
by  reading,  matured  by  reflection,  sanctified  by  grace, 
tried  and  brightened  by  afflictions,  constituted  her 
character.  Of  her  failings,  as  they  sprang  from  an  excess 
of  sensibility,  and,  from  a  benevolence,  which  wished 
happiness  to  every  living  thing,  it  may  be  truly  said, 
"they  leaned  to  virtue's  side."  In  her  own  view  how- 
ever her  imperfections  were  great  and  numerous,  and, 
as  such,  were  deeply  lamented,  and  frankly  con- 
fessed. Humility,  that  surest  criterion  and  measure  of 
piety,  was  the  cardinal  feature  in  her  religion,  as  sen- 
sibility was  of  her  heart.  To  the  united  influence  of 
these  qualities  it  must  be  imputed,  that  in  conversation, 
even  with  intimate  friends,  she  was  habitually  reserved 
on  the  subject  of  her  own  religious  experience;  nothing 
scarcely  escaping  her  lips,  except  frequent  exclamations 
of  her  own  unworthiness  and  nothingness.  Through  life 
indeed  she  utterly  disclaimed  all  personal  merit;  and 
during  her  last  sickness  constantly  avowed  her  entire 
dependence  on  the  Redeemer. 

Though  to  surrounding  friends  it  is  unspeakably  de- 
lightful to  catch  from  the  lips  of  an  expiring  saint  the 
broken  whisper,"0  death,  where  is  thy  sting?"  This  is  a 
satisfaction,  for  wise  reasons  commonly  denied  by 
Heaven.  Triumphant  deaths  are  rare.  Let  it  suffice 
us,  that,  in  view  of  her  approaching  change,  our  de- 
parted friend  never  expressed  a  fear  of  death;  and  that 
to  a  near  confidant,  a  few  days  before  her  decease,  she 
said  v/ith  a  composed  mind,  "I  know,  in  whom  I  have 
believed."     But,  blessed  be  God,  we  have  a  more  surg; 
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word  of  hope,  *'by  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them." 
To  the  life  are  we  directed  to  look  for  evidence  of 
piety,  of  vital  union  to  Christ.  Every  branch  in  him 
bringeth  forth  fruit;  and,  being  often  pruned,  more 
fruit.  This  best,  this  scriptural  proof  of  piety,  my 
Christian  hearers,  is  v/hat  every  day  of  her  adult  life, 
every  waking  hour,  furnished  to  those  around  her. 
Nearly  fifty  years  a  professed  disciple  of  Christ,  she 
was  a  constant,  punctual,  and  devout  attendant  on  the 
public  institutions  and  ordinances  of  the  gospel.  On 
the  sabbcith  also,  to  all  within  it,  her  house  was  con- 
verted into  a  sanctuary.  To  her  uncommon  diligence 
through  the  week,  and  incessant  exertions  to  make 
every  one  happy,  many,  who  have  lived  under  her 
roof,  are  living  witnesses.  Her  hours  of  retirement 
notwithstanding  were  sacred;  and,  during  the  last  years 
of  her  life,  no  small  part  of  every  day  was  passed  in 
her  closet,  no  doubt  in  reading  the  scriptures,  in  prayer, 
in  communion  with  God  and  her  own  heart.  Her 
walk  with  man  was  correspondent  to  her  walk  with 
God;  her  conversation  on  earth  such,  as  became  the 
gospel  of  the  benevolent  Jesus;  humble,  condescending, 
gentle,  kind,  and  compassionate.  She  fed  the  hungry, 
and  clothed  the  naked;  was  ej^es  to  the  blind  and  feet 
to  the  lame.  Not  content  with  relieving  the  many, 
who  solicited  relief,  she  went  about  seeking  objects  of 
charity,  ministring  comforts  to  the  sick,  afflicted,  and 
needy.  In  which  offices  the  delicacy  of  her  manner 
was  such,  that  the  obligation  she  meant  to  lessen,  was 
thereby  doubled.  To  the  abundance  of  her  charities 
thousands  in  this  town  and  in  distant  places  have  given 
and  will  give  cheerful  testimony.  To  her  ability,  and  be- 
yond her  ability,  she  was  ready  to  every  good  work. 
To  her  honor  it  will  be  long  said  by  strangers  as  well, 
as  by  friendS;  that  her  house  continued  to  be  the  same 
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mansion  of  hospitality,  which  it  ever  had  been  during 
the  life  of  her  noble  and  generous  consort.  Of  them 
both  it  may  be  said,  that  their  hearts  were  not  more 
united  by  mutual  esteem  and  affection,  than  by  acts  of 
charity  and  munificence.  Of  this,  their  united  exer- 
tions for  the  Academy  in  this  place,  for  the  education 
of  children  and  the  promotion  of  religion  in  this  town, 
and  for  the  distribution  of  pious  books  among  the  poor 
at  large,  have  raised  durable  monuments.  The  spirit 
of  her  ascended  partner,  still  actuating  his  relict  on 
earth,  at  a  recent  period  she  contributed  largely  to  the 
foundation  of  the  Theological  Institution;  and  thus, 
with  other  generous  Donors,  extended  the  great  plan, 
which  his  prolific,  active  mind  had  projected,  and  in 
part  executed.  And,  if  the  spirits  of  the  just  hold  in- 
tercourse with  earth,  this  friend  of  man  has  doubtless 
smiled  upon  the  deed;  if  not,  we  fondly  trust  the  in-* 
telligence,  recently  conveyed  by  his  dearer  self,  has 

been   doubly  grateful But   I  forbear.     My  theme 

may  have  carried  me  too  far. 

Lest,  however,  it  may  be  thought  too  much  has 
been  said  of  piety,  too  modest  to  speak  of  herself;  and 
to  show  that  virtues  so  exalted,  and  efforts  so  godlike 
are  most  congenial  to  the  soil  of  the  lowliest  humility, 
permit  me  to  give  a  few  extracts  from  an  epistolary 
correspondence  with  a  female  friend.  But  here  I  am 
at  a  loss,  what  to  select,  all  is  so  excellent.  In  a  letter 
without  date  she  thus  writes,  "You  will  excuse  me, 
my  dear  lady,  if  I  observe,  that  it  is  not  for  us  to  de- 
termine, in  what  way  we  can  be  most  useful.  Will 
you  allow  me  to  suggei^t  my  own  ideas  on  the  subject; 
which  are,  that  we  with  all  the  circumstances  of  our 
lives  arc  at  the  disposal  of  an  all-perfect  Being." 
''Here  you  will  please  lo  allow  me  to  add  a  desire, 
which  at  times  I  ara  happy  in  the  operation  of  in  my 
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Own  breast;  a  desire,  that  my  own  will  should  never 
interfere  with  the  divine  will;  but  that  it  should  be 
brought  to  a  subserviency,  equal  to  the  production  of 
a  desire,  that  the  Divine  glory  may  be  effected,  let  my 
circumstances  be  what  they  may." — '-Was  it  not  for  a 
deeply  rooted  veneration  for  the  rectitude  of  the  Divine 
governmeiit,  how  could  the  mind  be  supported?" — "I 
wish  you  the  influences  of  that  blessed  Spirit,  which 
must  breathe  upon  all  means  of  comfort,  to  make  them 
efficacious."— "Is  it  not  of  the  first  consequence,  thafe 
we  contemplate  frequently  the  excellency  of  the  exam- 
ple, which  our  blessed  Redeemer  has  left  us,  and  pray 
over  it— pray  that  we  may  be  struck  with  and  delight- 
ed by  the  infinite  condescension  discovered  in  the  in- 
dulgence allowed  us  to  aim  at  imitation?" — "With  re- 
gard to  myself,  though  few  have  had  so  much  to  lose, 
I  think  I  can  with  pleasure  do  justice  to  the  sovereign- 
ty of  God,  and  can,  according  to  my  weak  ca- 
pacity, with  composure  say,  'though  he  slay  me,  yet 
will  I  trust  in  Him.'  I  acknowledge  there  is  much 
chaffmess  in  the  heap,  yet  I  hope  there  may  be  found 
some  few  grains  of  just  sentiment  and  sincere  desire 
to  render  due  praise  for  the  many,  many  indulgencies, 
through  grace,  from  that  fountain  of  compassion,  upon 
which  we  may  all  have  liberty  to  draw." — "Far,  very 
far,  be  it  from  me,  to  question  the  justice  of  any  of  the 
Divine  dealings  with  me — perfectly  satisfied,  that  every 
expression  of  the  Divine  Mind  toward  me  is  founded  in 
wisdom  and  goodness.  I  would  gladly  suffer  any  thing 
rather  than  dishonor  that  all  bountiful  Benefactor,  who 
has  encircled  me  in  the  rise,  and  now,  in  the  decline 
of  life,  with  blessings,  which  I  am  sure  I  do  not  deserve 

even  a  shadow  of -." — In  1894  she  thus  writes  to 

the  same,  "I  really   should  think  I  had  suffered  to 
some  valuable  purpose,  could  I  afford  you  any  new 


source  of  comfort  from  my  experience;  but  why,  let 
me  ask,  will  you  not  avail  yourself  of  those  precious 
promises,  which  abound  in  the  sacred  volume?  O  how 
many  richly  encouraging  invitations  have  we  to  com- 
mit all  our  ways  to  that  Almighty  Being,  who  is  infi- 
nite in  wisdom  and  power;  who  has  graciously  declared 
that  'none  shall  seek  his  face  in  vain;'  and  condescends 
to  teach  us,  how  we  are  to  ask  favors,  viz.  'in  faith, 
nothing  wavering.'  O  how  precious  the  liberty,  that 
we  may  call  upon  Him  at  any  time,  in  any  place !  Let 
us,  my  dear  lady,  improve  the  privilege.  Let  us  be 
constant  in  our  applications  at  the  throne  of  Grace, /or 
grace,  rightly  to  judge  of  all  things,  which  pertain  to 
this  life,  and  that  v/hich  awaits  us  beyond  the  grave. 
How  can  we  help  loving  a  Character,  so  replete  with 
excellence?  And,  if  we  love,  shall  we  not  necessarily 
commit  ourselves,  with  all  our  concerns,  to  the  disposal 
of  such  a  Being?  O,  do  feed  upon  the  belief,  that  "a/Z 
things  shall  work  together  for  good  to  those,  who  love 
God."* 

Such,  my  fellow  mourners,  was  the  friend,  whose 
mortal  part  we  this  day  consign  to  the  tomb.  Such, 
my  dear  sir,  was  she,  who  gave  you  birth;  who,  in 
holy  baptism,  early  devoted  you  to  God;  and  through 
life  daily  carried  you  in  her  prayers  to  the  throne  of 
God.  Bereaved  son  of  her  love,  how  shall  I  address 
you  and  the  dear  partner  of  ^^our  sorrows?  Be  com- 
forted. Jesus  hath  said,  "I  am  the  resurrection 
and  the  life;  he,  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he 
were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live."  Your  mother  sleeps  in 
Jesus,  to  whom,  as  we  believe,  she  had  been  long  by 
faith  united.  Ee  comforted.  She  prayed  much  for 
you  and  yours.     Being  asked  a  few  evenings  before 

*See  additional  Extracts,  page  21. 
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her  death,  if  she  had  any  desire  to  leave  relative  to 
her  children,  grand  children,  or  other  friends;  she  re- 
plied, "none,  except  what  I  am  daily  and  hourly  pre- 
senting to  Heaven,  that  they  may  all  be  friends  of  God; 
for,  if  they  are  his  friends,  they  \vill  be  safe."  Seek, 
my  dear  friends,  to  be  what  she  desired;  and  educate 
your  lovely  offspring,  as  she  wished.  Carry  them 
daily,  as  she  did  you,  to  the  throne  of  grace.  To  your 
latest  breath,  let  me  intreat  you,  cherish  in  your  minds 
an  image  of  her  virtues;  and  often  present  it  to  your 
beloved  children,  for  their  admiring  imitation.  Col- 
lect the  fragments  of  her  pen,  and  let  them  read,  w^hat 
she  was;  and  thus  inspire  the  sacred  ambition  of  being 
woi'thy  descendants  of  such  ancestors.  Above  all, 
teach  them  their  state  by  nature;  and  point  them  to 
*'the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh  aw'ay  the  sin  of  the 
world."  Early  instil  into  their  tender  minds  the  in- 
structions of  heavenly  wisdom,  and  lead  them  in  the 
w^ay,  they  should  go.  Thus  educated,  may  they  grow 
up,  as  olive  branches,  arjund  your  table;  and,  having 
tog<Hher  carefully  followed  the  pious  footsteps  of  your 
parents  now  in  heaven,  may  you  and  your  children, 
in  due  order,  but  at  ftir  distant  periods,  be  successively 
welcomed  by  them  to  the  mansions  of  eternal  bliss 
with  exceeding  joy! 

For  the  only  surviving  brother,  long  laid  helpless  on 
his  bed,  and  excruciated  with  torturing  pain,  our  sym' 
pathetic  and  fervent  prayer  shall  ascend  to  Heaven. 
May  he  be  prepared  for  supported  under,  and  profited 
by  the  melancholy  tidings!  May  his  pains  be  mitigated, 
and  his  mind  comforted !  Unable  to  heal  himself,  may 
he  be  found  at  the  pool;  and,  though  he  have  no  man 
to  put  him  in,  though  no  angel  descend,  may  Jepus 
seeing  him  lying,  speak  the  word,  and  his  soul  shall 
live! 
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Nor  can  I  refrain  from  tendering  to  you,  my  dear 
sir,  our  best  thanks,  for  the  unnumbered  kind  and  del- 
icate attentions,  which  for  years  you  have  paid  to  our 
venerable  friend.  You  knew  her  worth,  you  esteem- 
ed and  loved  her,  as  a  mother;  you  have  discharged 
to  her  every  duty;  and  may  Heaven  give  the  reward ! 
To  all  the  various  relatives  and  connexions  of  the 
deceased  may  God  dispense  instruction,  support,  and 
consolation,  under  this  affecting  bereavement!  May 
they  bless  the  Author  of  every  good  gift,  and  of  every 
perfect  gift,  for  such  a  friend,  such  an  example;  but 
especially,  and  above  all,  for  Jesus  Christ,  through 
whom>  if  united  to  him,  they  may  indulge  the  pleas- 
ing hope  of  enjoying  this  their  beloved  friend  for  ever 
in  heaven ! 

By  this  trying  dispensation  the  church  of  Christ  in 
this  place  is  bereaved  of  an  exemplary  member;  the 
vicinity,  town,  and  community,  of  a  Christian  neigh- 
bor; the  poor  of  a  compassionate,  cheerful  benefactress, 
and  humanity  of  a  friend.  The  Trustees  and  Instruc- 
tors of  the  Academy,  the  Visitors  and  Professors  of  the 
Institution,  all  feel  that  the  hand  of  God  has  this  day 
touched  them.  Their  liberal  hostess,  their  sentimental 
companion,  and  pious  friend,  with  whom  they  had 
often  taken  counsel,  is  removed  far  from  them.  The 
Students  of  the  Seminary  and  Academy  also  are  called 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  many  kind  offices  and  fervent 
prayers,  and  her  sex  of  an  illustiious  example. 

Well  may  friends,  well  may  this  whole  assembly 
weep,  when  such  a  mother  in  Israel  is  taken  from  us. 
But  what  saith  the  Savior;  what  saith  our  ascended 
friend?  "Weep  not  for  me,  but  for  yourselves,  and  for 
your  children.  If  ye  loved  me,  ye  would  rejoiccy 
because  I  go  to  the  Father." 
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By  this  instructive  providence  as  well,  as  by  our  sub* 
ject,  may  we  all  be  taught  the  infinite  importance  of 
union  with  Christ;  that,  dying  in  him,  we  may  also 
rise  in  him!  Let  us  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus,  but  have 
no  confidence  in  the  flesh,  in  ourselves  or  friends,  un- 
less united  to  him.  Let  us  thank  God  for  our  abun- 
dant consolation,  through  Christ,  in  relation  to  this 
our  deceased  friend:  and  by  this  event  be  quickened 
to  make  our  own  election  sure. 

Will  the  female  part  of  this  audience  permit  me  to 
suggest  that  they  are  specially  addressed  by  the  mon- 
itory voice  of  this  providence.  Listen,  I  beseech  you, 
and  receive  its  instruction.  Though  dead,  by  her  ex- 
ample she  still  speaks,  and  this  in  tender,  melting  ac- 
cents. Of  her  then  learn,  what  religion  is,  and  how 
it  is  best  expressed;  that  it  consists,  not  in  words,  but  in 
deeds;  in  those  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  which  are  in  all 
righteousness,  goodness,  and  truth.  In  her  whole 
conduct  modest,  humble,  and  sincere,  she  expressed  her 
love  to  Christ,  by  doing  good  to  his  members;  and  to 
sinners,  by  the  most  generous  sacrifices  for  their  salva- 
tion. She  is  gone.  Who  will  fill  her  place?  O 
daughters  of  Zlon,  arise,  and  do  likewise. 

— T "She  was, 

•'What  you  should  be;   young  virgins,  come; 
•'Drop  a  kind  tear,  and  dress  you  at  her  tomb." 

My  brethren,  our  time  is  short.  In  swift  succession 
God  is  removing  from  us  his  chosen  favorites;  those, 
who  have  done  most  for  him  and  his  cause.  From 
this  church  death  has  recently  removed  several  impor- 
tant members.  On  the  Seminary  God  has  made 
breach  upon  breach.  In  the  short  space  of  four  years, 
the  pious  NoRRis  and  his  generous  Consout;  and 
within  six  months,  the  venerable  Abbot  and  this  our 
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beloved  Friend,  have  been  called  home.  Who  will 
stand  in  the  gap?  '-Help,  Lord,  for  the  godly  man 
ceaseth;  for  the  faithful  fail  from  among  the  children 
of  men."  O,  our  God,  with  thee  is  the  residue  of  the 
Spirit.  To  thee  will  we  still  look  up;  in  thee  will  we 
trust;  for  thou  hast  done  wondrous  things. 

In  our  pious  fiiends  let  us  not  forget  our  Savior. 
They  were  the  purchase  of  his  blood;  the  gift  of  his 
love.  Let  every  recollection  of  their  worth,  and  of 
their  felicity,  make  the  Redeemer  more  precious  in  our 
esteem.  In  this  connexion,  let  us  never  forget  the 
true  character  of  man,  that  he  is  a  sinner.  This  was 
the  character  of  our  best  friends;  of  the  holiest  saints 
in  heaven.  Why  then  is  it  not  their  present  character? 
It  is  owing  to  the  free  grace  of  God;  it  is  because  they 
were  washed  fi"om  their  sins  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb 
and  saved  by  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  To 
Him,  therefore,  who  hath  thus  loved  them  and  us, 
who  is  the  resurrection  and  the  life,  and  able  to  pre- 
sent us  spotless  before  the  throne  of  his  glory  with 
exceeding  joy;  be  blessing  and  honor,  thanksgiving 
and  praise,  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 


ADDITIONAL  EXTRACTS. 


ON   NEW  YEAR  S  DAY. 


"I  ilAVE  been  trying  this  whole  day  for  a  little  space,  in  which 
I  might  pen  some  of  the  thoughts  occupying  my  mind,  on  the 
commencement  of  a  new  year.  'Tis  now  evening,  and  I  am 
seated  as  usual.  When  I  awoke  this  morning,  as  is  usual  on 
other  mornings,  my  first  query  was,  tvhere  am  I  ?  Next,  ivhat 
am  I  ?  Soon  finding  myself  to  be  an  intelligent  being,  I  must 
necessarily  inquire,  to  whom  am  I  indebted  for  fionver  to  deter- 
iTtiine  these  queries,  and  thousands  of  others,  which  are  crowd- 
ing upon  the  inquisitive  mind  ?  Astonishment  seizes  the  whole 
of  me!— and  I  am  lost  in  the  inquiry;  and  can  satisfy  myself, 
only  by  determining  there  must  be  some  almighty  power,  pre- 
siding over  universal  nature,  producing  such  an  admirable  being 
as  man,  lighting  up  within  him  a  Soul,  which  no  finite  being 
can  infuse,  or  has  power  to  extinguish,  and  for  which  he  must 
be  accountable  at  the  final  period  of  Time." 

"I  have  been  endeavoring  to  look  back  upon  my  past  life. 
Numerous,  very  numerous  are  the  failures  in  performance  of 
duty,  which  must  meet  my  retrospection! — for  which  I  would 
repent,  as  in  dust  and  ashes; — saying,  O  Lord,  pa.rdon  my  in- 
iquity, for  it  is  great.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  and  blot  out  my 
aggx'avated  transgressions.  Give  me  power  to  discern,  wherein 
I  have  done  amiss,  and  instruct  me  out  of  thy  law,  how  to  con- 
duct in  future.  O,  grant  me  grace  to  walk  in  the  way  of  thy 
commandments.  O,  for  Jesu's  sake,  that  Prince  and  Savior, 
which  thou  hast  provided  for  guilty  man,  hear  my  prayer,  while 
I  beseech  thee  to  grant  me  grace  to  shun  all  evil  for  the  time 
to  come.  Give  me  such  views  of  thy  divine  character,  as  shall 
secure  my  best  affections.  O,  may  I  be  inspired  with  such  an 
increasing  love  and  veneration  of  thy  character  and  laws,  as 
shall  for  ever  secure  my  undivided  attention  !  Thanks  be  to  thy 
name,  Lord  God  Almighty,  for  all  the  wonderfully  kind  and  in- 
numerable favors,  thou  art  bestowing  on  me  from  day  to  day. 
O,  may  gratitude  fill  my  bosom,  and  be  productive,  through  the 
influences  of  thy  blessed  Spirit,  of  that  principle  of  holy  fear 
and  ai'dent  love,  which  will  be  constantly  effectual  to  the  per- 
formance of  actions  conformable  to  the  will  of  God  !" 


ON  A  THEOLOGICAL,  INSTITUTION. 

"You  have  undoubtedly  often  noticed  my  appearing  somewhat- 
of  a  Stickler  for  prayer,  by  the  very  frequent  observations  I  have 
made  respecting  my  ideas  of  the  efficacy  thereof;  the  high  priv- 
ilege, I  esteem  it;  the  importance  of  the  duty,  and  how  much  it 
is  for  our  interest  in  every  view,  strictly  to  attend  to   the  pej'" 
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formanee  of  it  Allow  me  to  say  to  you,  I  never  expressed  an 
opinion  on  the  subject,  which  did  not  originate  in  maturity  of 
thought,  and  sacred  observance  of  the  command,  as  an  inesti- 
mable privilege.  Capacity  is  wanting  for  the  due  ai'rangement 
of  my  thoughts,  so  that  1  might  make  them  visible  to  you,  suf- 
ficiently comprehensive  and  pertinent  to  give  you  any  just  idea 
of  the  weight,  with  which  I  feel  the  necessity  of  presenting  the 
very  favorite  object,  (which  you  appear  so  fully  td  receive 
my  idea  of)  to  our  Pleavenly  Benefactor,  the  Supreme  Ruler  of 
the  Universe.  From  our  first  conversation,'we  seem  to  have  been 
agreed  in  the  propriety  of  looking  to  Him,  as  possessing  all 
power,  for  the  completion  of  any  scheme,  mortals  may  project. 
With  the  highest  venei'ation,  my  enfeebled  nature  is  capable  of, 
and  with  an  unshaken  belief  in  the  perfections  of  the  Divine 
Character,  I  have,  times  innumerable,  carried  the  Puoject, 
you  are  pleased  to  countenance  with  so  much  warmth  of  appro- 
bation, to  this  all-prolific  Fountain  of  light  and  life,  humbly  re- 
questing that  it  may  there  be  sanctioned; — that  the  holy  Spirit 
may  be  sent  to  opei-ate  by  its  divine  influences  on  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  those,  who  by  commission  from  above  may  be  em- 
ployed in  maturing  the  plan,  by  bi-inging  the  design  with  its 
best  and  most  advantageous  features  into  view  for  approbation 
from  the  wise.  Surely  I  can  never  cease  to  pray  God  to  take 
the  whole  into  His  hands,  to  be  perfected  at  his  own  time,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  method.  He  knows  my  heart,  with  every 
movement  thereof,  I  think  I  can  say  that  the  advancement  of 
His  GLORY  is  the  main-sjn-ing  of  all  my  desires.  But,  if  I  am 
deceived,  He  cannot  be.  He  is  acquainted  with  all  my  wishes, 
wantS)  and  desires,  respecting  this  Object,  or  any  others,  which 
concern  me;  and  most  cheerfully  would  I  commit  myself,  with 
all  of  them,  to  Hiin,  as  an  infinitely  wise,  good,  powerful,  just, 
and  compassionate  Being,  who  will,  if  consistent  with  his  Divine 
pleasure,  (which  I  believe  to  be  ever  founded  in  fierfect  recti-> 
tude)  grant  me  my  petition,  whatever  it  may  be." 


ON  A  POLITICAL    PARODY  OF    THE    ASSEMBLY'S    CATECHISM. 

"I  want  you  to  know  a  part  of  what  passed  in  my  mind  on  the 
subject  oi catechism.  I  cannot  put  it  out  of  my  thoughts;  it  will 
return,  and  raise  such  feelings,  that  I  should  admire  to  possess 
a  vocabulary  sufficiently  capacious,  with  power  of  selecting  the 
most  significant  words,  whereby  I  might  express  the  sense  I 
have  of  the  daring  eff'rontery  offered  to  our  Divine  Legislator 
by  the  compilation  and  publication  of  it.  That  any  reptile 
should  presume  thus  to  dispose  of  words  contained  in  that  sacred 
code  of  Laws,  promulgated  on  Mount  Sinai,  which  stands,  as 
the  foundation  of  all  duty  and  happiness,  designed  for  man;  and 
which  was  enforced  in  so  striking  a  manner  throughout  the 
life  and  by  the  death  of  our  blessed  Master  on  mount  Calvaryl 
Are  we  not  astonished  at  the  forbearance  of  our  God?     That  he 
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suffers  His  Character  to  be  calumniated;  His  Precepts  derided; 
His  Divine  Laws  trampled  upon  by  those,  whom  in  an  instant, 
with  one  breath,  He  could  command  out  of  existence;  or,  dread- 
ful thought,  consign  to  eternal  punishment?  O,  hoAV  my  heart 
heaves  at  the  awful  wickedness  of  our  timesl  How  I  tremble 
for  the  termination  of  this  eventful  Era!  You  will  say,  «we  are 
iu  the  hands  ef  a  merciful  Being;  and  he  will  protect  those, 
who  in  //ear?  thoroughly  detest  sin  in  all  its  forms."  But  can  a 
Believer  in  the  perfections  of  the  Divine  Character  of  the  blessed 
Jehovah  be  easy,  not  to  enter  a  public  protest  against  such 
daring  insults,  as  are  offered  against  the  Laws  and  Authority  of 
his  God?" 

*^'0,  how  I  wish  for  power  to  expi'ess  to  you,  how  I  am  affect- 
ed; how  I  am  melted  hy  the  fire  of  indignation,  and  with  grief 
at  the  wickedness  and  folly  of  those,  who  choose  not  that  our 
God  should  rule  over  them!  Can  nothing  be  done  by  those, 
who  call  themselves  children  of  the  most  High.  Have  they 
nothing  to  say  in  public,  by  way  of  vindication  of  the  Character 
and  Laws  of  God?  True,  He  is  able  to  vindicate  them;  but 
here  give  me  leave  to  introduce  a  mite  from  my  pocket;  "God 
useth  means,  uot  for  want  of  power,  but  through  the  abundance 
of  his  goodness;  that  he  may  communicate  a  certain  dignity  of 
working  to  his  creatures  also,  and  in  them  may  have  his  efficien- 
cy more  perceivable."  And  is  not  this  dignity  worthy  of  being 
sought  after?  I  want  to  see  all  the  saints  earnest  for  the  honor 
of  their  King!  I  want  to  see  the  papers  full  of  sei'ious  applica- 
tions to  the  consciences  of  His  enemies;  the  sacred  desk,  I 
want  to  be  told,  rings  with  the  sound  of  His  praises.  In  short, 
I  want  every  soul,  who  has  a  taste  of  divine  goodness  should  be 
vigilant  in  praying  and  preaching;  that  the  Divine  Mind  may  be 
pleaded  with  in  behalf  of  those,  who  are  so  dreadfully  deluded, 
as  to  esteem  that  burden  heavy,  which  is  laid  on  them  by  that 
Gi'acious  Being,  vrho  willeth  that  all  shall  be  saved,  who  comply 
with  his  reasonable  commands.  O,  let  us  not  cease  to  pray  for 
the  enlightening  and  renewing  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
upon  those,  who  are  so  far  out  of  the  road  to  the  heavenly 
Canaan;  and  for  the  confirmation  and  perfecting  of  those,  who 
have  chosen  ihe  better  part. 


ON    THE    DIVINE    PERFECTIONS    AND    PRAYETi. 

When  we  are  indulged  any  suitably  significant  views,  on 
which  we  may  be  allowed  to  form  any,  like  adequate  ideas  of 
the  perfections  of  the  character  of  God,  the  God  who  made  us, 
who  is  so  renowned  for  wisdom,  power,  holiness,  justice,  good- 
ness, and  truth;  who  is  also  infinite  and  unchangeable  in  them 
all;  and  turn  our  attention  to  the  weakness  and  sinfulness  of  our 
nature,  feeling  the  utter  inability,  which  prevades  the  whole  of 
us,  and  thus  incapacitates  us  for  the  performance  of  any  thing 
meritorious;  nay,  of  any  thing  that  is  not  deserving  of  chastise-^ 
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inent;  and  are  allowed,  (in  this  naturally  opposed  state  of  mind 
to  what  is  good)  to  look  up  for  pardon  through  th'e  merits  and 
atonement  of  Him,  who  was  declared  the  beloved  of  the  Father, 
and  is  now  seated  at  his  right  hand;  and  are  not  only  allowed, 
but  invited  to  believe  that  we  may  have  pardon  even  for  infinite 
oflences,  through  his  intercession;  how  is  it  possible  we  should 
need  urging  to  put  ourwhole  confidence  in  Him?  Surely,  if  our 
minds  are  enlightened  by  the  knowledge  of  God,  we  must  love, 
fear,  and  reverence  his  character;  and  desire  above  all  things 
to  be  interested  in  his  favor;  assiduously  looking  up  and  en- 
deavoring to  procure  strength  for  the  performance  of  those 
duties,  which  he  has  prescribed." 

'■•Cheerfully,  and  most  unequivocally  may  we  sum  up  all  our 
wants,  our  griefs,  and  causes  of  inquietude,  putting  them  into 
the  hands  of  that  beloved  Son,  who  is  appointed  by  the  Father  to 
receive,  whatever  the  Believer  may  wish  to  be  presented  to 
Hini;  confiding  in  the  sufliciency  of  this  our  exalted  Advocate, 
for  the  beslowment  of  strength,  equivalent  to  the  endurance  of 
every  trial,  which  infinite  wisdom  may  see  fit  to  call  us  to  en- 
counter; and  may  we  choose  to  suffer  from  adversity,  in  what- 
ever shape  it  may  please  the  Divine  Mind  to  inflict  it!  O,  let  us 
be  constant  in  our  reqiests  for  the  bestowment  of  power  to 
watch  over  our  hearts,  and  zealously  cultivate  a  spirit  of  de- 
pendence on  aid  from  on  high  to  assist  us  in  all  our  inquiries 
after  the  true  way  to  obtain  the  favor  of  that  Being,  who  rules 
unrivalled  in  every  perfection,  and  whom  to  know  aright  is  life 
eternal.  May  our  application  to  the  celestial  Font  be  incessant; 
and  O,  will  you  ask  for  me  wisdom  to  serve  our  God  accepta- 
bly, in  the  various  duties,  comprised  in  the  Christian  character? 
I  long  to  be  as  perfect,  as  humanity  will  permit!  I  long  to  feci  a 
subliination  of  affection,  which  shall  raise  me  above  annoyance 
from  any  circumstance  merely  sublunary.  But,  when  I  look 
into  myself  after  such  an  assertion,  what  is  my  mortification  to 
find  not  only  innumerable  defects,  but  turpitude  pervading  the 
whole  of  each  apartment!  O  pray  still  for  your  very  imperfect 
fiiend,  and  continue  your  kind  efforts  to  soothe  and  comfort  my 
mind,  to  compose  and  strengthen  my  faith,  my  hope  and  confi- 
dence in  God.  And  O  may  that  almighty  Being,  whom  you 
love  and  serve,  ever  bless  you  in  all  your  attempts  to  diffuse  the 
knowledge  of  his  character,  and  recommend  the  wisdom  and 
ju^t'cc  of  his  discipline!  May  the  seed,  you  are  so  industriously 
sowi.ig,  be  watered  by  the  influences  of  divine  grace,  and  yield 
yo\i  -A  lich  revenue  in  reflection,  while  it  shall  be  visibly  pro- 
(hicing  the  best  cflccts  on  the  favored  objects  of  your  notice!  O, 
never  let  us  be  weaiy  of  praying  lor  the  peace  of  Jerusalem. 
Blessed  promise!  '^Whatever  we  ask  in  faith,  believing  that 
God  is  aide  to  bestow,"  we  shall  be  heard  and  answered  in. 
L<  t  us  not  be  incUned  to  limit  the  Divine  Mind,  as  to  time, 
matter,  or  manner;  but  trust  implicitly  to  the  wisdom,  goodness, 
and  mercy  of  uurGod." 
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